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aspects -- United States. Excerpt: . . . populated areas and alternative modes of transportation. But our
communities are growing and changing and too often, our approach to community development policy has
been like one of those cars on the Merritt Parkway in Connecticut, trapped in gridlock, never moving. It is time
to rethink the way we plan the futures of the places in which we live, work, and raise our families. Between 1980
and 2000, the growth of the largest 99 metro areas in the United States consumed 16 million acres of rural land.
That is about an acre for every new household. With new population expected to grow by over 150 million
people between 2000 and 2050, this land-use trend simply cannot continue for all the obvious reasons. Before
today, Federal policy has often treated transportation, housing, and environmental protection as separate
issues, distinct from each other. But that system of stovepiping simply isnt working and the consequences of
failing to address the way we plan our communities growth are many. We will continue to lose our rural land
and open spaces. We will see a worsening of the traffic congestion that has tripled over the last 25 years. We will
continue to pay more and more at the pump at a time when our family budgets are already stretched to the
max. We will continue to push low- income families further away from job opportunities. We will continue to
increase greenhouse gas emissions despite the urgent threat of climate change. In February, | wrote a letter to
President Obama urging him to establish a White House Office of Sustainable...
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