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Before the Subcommittees on Coast Guard and Navigation and Fisheries Management of the Committee on
Merchant and Fisheries House of Representatives, One Hundred Third Congress, First Session on
Implementation of the Commercial Fishing Industry Ve The subcommittees met, pursuant to call, at 2:00 p.m., in
room 1334, Longworth House Office Building, Hon. W. J. (Billy) Tauzin (Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Coast Guard and Navigation) presiding. Present: Representatives Tauzin, Hughes, Hutto, Lancaster, Stupak,
Pickett, Pallone, Laughlin, Taylor, Coble, Bateman, Fowler, Castle, Inhofe, Hamburg, and Young. Staff Present:

Elizabeth Megginson, Matt Szigety, Catherine Gibbens, Bill Wright, Jim Adams, Greg Lambert, Lori Rosa, Lee
Crockett, Sue Waldron, Cyndy Wilkinson, Ed Lee, Rebecca Dye, Margherita Woods, and Jill Brady. Statement Of
The Hon. Billy Tauzin, a U.S. Representative from Louisiana, and Chairman, Subcommittee on Coast Guard and
Navigation Mr. Tauzin. The committee will please come to order. | want to welcome all of you today to this
hearing on the implementation of the Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Act of 1988. That Act required
that the Coast Guard adopt rules regarding lifesaving and firefighting equipment that would be carried aboard
certain fishing vessels. It also provided authority for the Coast Guard to adopt regulations for certain size
vessels detailing design requirements. We have followed this issue very closely because of our concern about the
safety of the men and women in the commercial fishing industry. This industry has had some accidents that
have resulted in the loss of life and our sympathies are with those who have suffered these losses. The
commercial fishing industry is an extremely diverse industry ranging from large...
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