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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the PREFACE: NO book of classical antiquity makes quite
such a strong appeal to Englishmen as the Georgics. For the average educated Englishman has in him
something of the sportsman, something of the naturalist, and often at the back of his mind an inkling of the
poet; long ago he had also in him a good deal of the farmer, and it looks as though this might be so again in
the next generation. The Georgics, if he has the luck to come across them, are pretty sure to attract him in one
way or another. | well remember, in the days of my college tutorship, having to push a sporting youth through
the thorny hedge of Responsions - one who was totally incapable of understanding the rhetoric of Livy, with
whom we first tried him; then in despair | put him on the Georgics, and adroitly began with the third. When he
came to Virgil s description of the horse s points, his face and his mind at once brightened; to use his own
language, he found, and thereafter took all his fences without a fall. I think it was not only that he found things
in the poem about which he knew a good deal - more, in fact, than | did - but that he unconsciously felt the life
of the animals just as Virgil felt them. The mere fact that they have eyes and ears and feet and tails, and do
certain things with them, showing the active mind within, is to the sportsman-naturalist a continual delight, and
so | think it was to Virgil. Every animal in the Georgics is full...
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