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United States. Excerpt: ... 11 The prepared statement of Ms. Christensen follows: Prepared Statement of Bobbie
Christensen, Ticket to Work Program Participant, Mesa, Arizona Mr. Chairman, Members of the Subcommittee,
my name is Bobbi Christensen. | am a participant in the Ticket to Work program. Thank you for inviting me
here today. | was born with Cerebral Palsy. Each person with CP has different challenges. For me, my muscle
movements are slow, including my speech, so it takes me longer to do things. It is fair to say, however, that my
physical limitations are pretty sig-nificant. But having my disability since birth, it is just a part of who I am. | just
do what needs to be done, including working. | worked as a clerical assistant in the Sheriffs Office in Boulder
County, CO for 8 years. During that time | also attended Front Range Community College. | earned an Associates
Degree as a Paralegal Assistant and another in Computer Science. | met a wonderful man, fell in love, and we
decided to get married. He worked in Arizona so | moved there to be with him. Life seemed perfect until my
fiance was killed in a car accident. | was so depressed | lost my job and became homeless. After 2 years |
contacted the local Center for Independent Living, Arizona Bridge to Independent Living. | told them | needed
help with learning the bus system and finding a job. It turns out that ABIL is an employment network under the
Ticket to Work program. | have participated in the Ticket to Work program for 6...
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