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Language: English . Brand New Book. The relationship among the federal government, the states, and parents
with regard to education is increasingly dysfunctional. Parental control over their children s education has
gained impressive momentum in recent years at the state level. Meanwhile, states have been increasingly willing
to relinquish sovereignty over education in exchange for more federal dollars. Failure would help bring clarity
to these issues by examining whether students and the country better off after 30 years with the Department of
Education and suggesting alternatives to an ever-expanding federal education bureaucracy. Part | would begin
by examining the development of the current Department of Education, including the legislation that gave rise
to it, and the pressure groups that have shaped it. Additional chapters would examine related issues including
the arguments for and against the creation of a national education department, its origin, current structure,
spending, and growth over time. Part Il would examine the results to date against the education department s
own standards. These include overall student achievement nationally before and after the advent of the
Department of Education as well as international comparisons of U.S. student achievement. Outcomes of some
of the largest Department of Education programs would also be considered in this section, along with some of
the lesser-known department programs and initiatives. Part Il would examine truly federal alternatives to the
current tug-of-war between the national and state governments in light of the growing parental-choice
movement. Included in this section would be chapters examining a strict-constitutionalist model, which denies
any federal authority in education. Another alternative model examined would be the National Bureau of
Education model, inspired by the original 1867 precursor to the current Department of Education, whose
primary mission...
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