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steamer entered the bay of Kettletoft in the Orkneys the beach at Sanday appeared so low that the houses
almost seemed to be standing in the water; and to the big, dark man leaning over the rail of the upper deck the
sight of them came with a pang of mingled pain and pleasure. The scene, to his eyes, had not changed. The
houses, the low shore, the flat treeless country beyond, the vast open sky, all looked exactly the same as when
he left the island thirty years ago to work for the Hudson Bay Company in distant N. W. Canada. A lad of
eighteen then, he was now a man of forty-eight, old for his years, and this was the home-coming he had so
often dreamed about in the lonely wilderness of trees where he had spent his life. Yet his grim face wore an
anxious rather than a tender expression. The return was perhaps not quite as he had pictured it. Jim Peace had
not done too badly, however, in the Company s service. For an islander, he would be a rich man now; he had
not married, he had saved the greater part of his salary, and even in the far-away Post where he had spent so
many years there had been occasional opportunities of the kind common to new, wild countries where life and
law are in the making. He had not hesitated to take them. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an...
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