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Excerpt: .Germanic Type. range is much lower, and its slopes
are quite gentle. In the northwest the narrow Scandinavian
plateau rises abruptly along the coast of Norway to a height of
about a mile, but slopes gently eastward to the Gulf of Bothnia.
This highland is capped with snow fields, and in the north
sends many glaciers down into the deep fiords which border
the Atlantic coast. The northwestern part of Great Britain is
also traversed by low mountain ranges. The whole of northern
Europe between the Scandinavian and British highlands on the
northwest, and the Alpine and Caucasus systems on the south,
is a vast low and nearly level plain, extending from the Bay of
Biscay to the Ural Mountains. This lowland covers two thirds of
Europe, and is nowhere more than 600 feet above the sea,
while near the coasts of the North Sea...
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