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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Minister s Wife The Glebe Cottage at the head of Loch
Diarmid was something between a primitive cottage and a little house of gentility, commonly called by that
name. The hillside of which it was the sole inhabitant had once been ecclesiastical soil belonging to the church
of Lochhead, which was about a mile distant across the braes - and still, so far as this one dwelling was
concerned, retained the name. It had originally been a building of one story thatched and mossy; but lately a
few additional rooms had been built over one part of it, and covered with respectable slates. It was composite
and characteristic, a human thing, growing out of human rules, and consequently more picturesque than if it
had been the result of the most picturesque intention. The thatched end of the cottage was surrounded by no
enclosure; the soft rich mossy grass of the hills broken by great bushes of heather pressed up to its very walls;
while the other half, or western end, was cultivated and formed into a pretty homely garden. Hardy roses and
honeysuckles, and a wavering wealth of fuchsias, hanging rich with crimson bells, clothed the southern front
and west end - the refined part of the cottage. On the mountain side, there was nothing but the rough, low
whitewashed wall, the overhanging thatch, the heather within a yard of the house. And here, some thirty years
ago, lived a family of Diarmids, as curiously varied in internal constitution as was the aspect of their home. The
father of the household had been a soldier in the war, and, though little more than a peasant...
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